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SYLLABUS

 Scientific writing
 3rd year, Kazakh and Russian groups, fall semester, 1 credit
Elective discipline   
Personal details of the lecturer: 
Damira Sikhimbayeva, PhD in Political Science 

Room # 404 (Campus of the Faculty of Philosophy and Political Science)


Email: alpesh_83@mail.ru  

Brief description of the course

This course provides a comprehensive introduction to research proposal writing, research methodologies, and foundational research theories. It will focus on concrete issues of conducting research: picking a topic, generating hypotheses, case selection, measurement issues, combining quantitative and qualitative methods, designing and conducting experiments, working with data sets, and archival research, etc. The course teaches students how to write a proposal, engage in independent studies, and work collaboratively with a mentor-mentee relationship with a faculty advisor.
    The course is designed primarily for students in their third or fourth years working on dissertation proposals or early stages of dissertation research.

The goal of the course is to teach the students the basic principles of scientific research, writing, and presentation. Specific assignments provide practice in important professional skills and will teach the fundamentals of the written and graphical presentation of scientific research.
The objectives of the course are: 

- to introduce to the main stages of doing research and presentation of academic writing; 
       - to teach properly searching the literature; 
       -  to introduce the main principles of research methodology; 
       -  how to approach a research problem and develop a methodology;

       - how to write a research report; 

       - how to conduct herself/himself responsibly and ethically in research.
Main competencies: 
General competencies:
-  learn about the research process, including its guiding principles, common procedures, written fundamentals, and basic phases;

        - a detailed knowledge of basic concepts and ethics of inquiry and research design, data collection, statistical and interpretative analysis, and final report presentation;

        - to present complex data or situations clearly; 
        - to review and analyze research findings.
Instrumental competencies: 
· Prepare a preliminary research design for projects in their subject matter areas; 

· Accurately collect, analyze and report data;   

Interpersonal competencies:
- skills of working in a groups do gain results;
- ability to dispute and present a Research Proposal with competent on the main topics of politics; 
- good command of English, especially the political lexicon.

Prerequisites: Organizing and Planning of Research; 

Postrequisites: Research Design, "Modeling of the political processes.
	Week
	Title  
	Hours
	The maximum score

	Module 1 Writing the Report: the essential stages  

	1


	Seminar 1. Introduction: Finding a Research Topic.
Understanding the Report brief. Set the Questions. 
	1
	

	
	
	
	

	2
	Seminar 2.  General Research Design 
	1
	8

	
	
	
	

	3
	Seminar 3. Gathering and selecting information. Teaching to search proper literature. Making notes. 
	1
	8

	
	
	
	

	4


	Seminar 4. Organizing and analyzing your material. 
	1
	8

	
	
	
	

	5
	Seminar 5. Making a draft, set and refine the questions clearly.  
	2
	8

	
	
	
	

	
	IWS 1: To present a report based on the past materials  
	
	7

	6
	Seminar 6. Writing a report: Introduce, Explain, Present, Comment, Conclude
	1
	8

	
	
	
	

	7
	Seminar 7. Research Paper as a form of exploration: Types of Research
	1
	8

	
	
	
	

	8
	Seminar 8. Organizing Ideas and Setting Goals 
	1
	8

	
	
	
	

	
	IWS 2: Writing a Rough outline
	
	7

	
	1 Landmark control (Quiz)
	
	30

	
	TOTAL
	
	100

	7-8
	Midterm exam 
	
	100

	Module 2 The main stages and principles of writing Research Paper 

	9
	Seminar 9.  Gathering sources online and in the Library.
	1
	8

	
	
	
	

	10
	Seminar 10. Understanding and avoiding plagiarism 
	1
	8

	
	
	
	

	
	IWS 3: Essay: Religion and State: How should they Interact?  
	
	7

	11

	Seminar 11. Conducting Field Research  
	1
	8

	
	
	
	

	12
	Seminar 12. Writing Effective Notes and creating outlines.
	1
	8

	
	Seminar 12. 
	
	

	13
	Seminar 13. Writing the Introduction, Body and Conclusion 
	1
	8

	
	
	
	

	14
	Seminar 14.  Styles of Reference. MLA Style, APA Style, Chicago Style.
	1
	8

	
	
	
	

	15
	Seminar 15. Revising, Proofreading and Formatting the Rough Draft
	1
	8

	
	
	
	

	
	IWS 4: Trilingual education in schools: Pros and Cons 
	
	7

	
	Landmark control 2 (quiz)
	
	20

	
	Exam
	
	100

	
	TOTAL
	
	100


Recommended literature
Obligatory sources:
1. Stephen Bailey. Academic Writing: A Practical Guide for Students. Routledge Falmer: Taylor &Francis Group. London & New York. 2003. 
2. Van Evera, Stephen.  Guide to Methods for Students of Political Science.  (Ithaca:  Cornell University Press, 1997).
3. George, Alexander L. and  Bennett, Andrew.  Case Studies and Theory Development in the Social Sciences. (Cambridge:  MIT Press, 2005).
4. Davis, James.  Terms of Inquiry:  On the Theory and Practice of Political Science.  (Baltimore:  The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2005).
5. Responsible Conduct of Research, National Science Foundation, available online at http://www.nsf.gov/bfa/dias/policy/rcr.jsp. 
6.  On Being a Scientist:Responsible Conduct in Research, 2nd Edition, National Academy Press, 1995. Available at no cost at http://www.nap.edu/readingroom/books/obas.
7. Avoiding Plagiarism Guide, George A. Smathers Marston Science Library, available online at http://www.uflib.ufl.edu/msl/07b/studentplagiarism.html. 
Additional literature:
1. Ragin, Charles.  The Comparative Method:  Moving Beyond Qualitative and Quantitative Strategies.  (Los Angeles, University of California Press:  1987).

2. The Craft of Scientific Writing, 3rd Edition, by Michael Alley (1996), SpringerVerlag, NY, NY. 
3.  The Craft of Scientific Presentations: Critical Steps to Succeed and Critical Errors to Avoid, by Michael Alley (2002), Springer-Verlag, NY, NY.
4. Martin, Brian (1998). The Politics of Research, in Information Liberation , London: Freedom Press. 
Evaluation criteria, scores %
· Attendance 

· Active and productive involvement in the academic process

· Effective use of obligatory and additional literature

· Fulfillment of all the self-study tasks in due time
	Score letter system
	Digital equivalent points
	% content
	Score from the traditional system

	А
	4,0
	95-100
	Excellent 

	А-
	3,67
	90-94
	

	В+
	3,33
	85-89
	Good

	В
	3,0
	80-84
	

	В-
	2,67
	75-79
	

	С+
	2,33
	70-74
	Satisfactorily

	С
	2,0
	65-69
	

	С-
	1,67
	60-64
	

	D+
	1,33
	55-59
	

	D-
	1,0
	50-54
	

	F
	0
	0-49
	Unsatisfactorily

	I 
(Incomplete)
	-
	-
	"Discipline is not complete"

(not counted in the GPA)

	P
 (Pass)
	-
	-

	"Credited"
(not counted in the GPA)

	NP 

(No Рass)
	-
	-


	"Fail"
(not counted in the GPA)

	W 
(Withdrawal)
	-
	-
	"The failure of discipline"
(not counted in the GPA)

	AW 

(Academic Withdrawal)
	
	
	Removal from the discipline for academic reasons

(not counted in the GPA)

	AU 
(Audit)
	-
	-
	"Discipline listened"
(not counted in the GPA)

	Approved
	
	30-60

50-100
	Approved

	Not certified
	
	0-29

0-49
	Not certified

	R (Retake)
	-
	-
	Re-examination of discipline


Considered at the faculty meeting 

Protocol  №    dated  «   »      2015.
Head of the Department:                                                                        G.Nassimova

Lecturer:                                                                                            D .Sikhimbayeva 
